
HOWTOGEr 
INVOLVED:. 

If yoo want to become a cancidate fer the 
SHL elecOOn rules and procedures may be 
cb~ trcr.1 ~~!-"!aU~ Lcgsan..~ or 
~ Cwu::ifs on Aging or Area Agencies on 

-Aging. -· -- ---- - - ------ ------ ---·- -

If yoo do not want to become a candidate, 
you can still be invcNed by suppomng the 
cand"mte(s) of your choice. In addition, . 
SI!QgestD IS COl ami IQ issues that are 
germane to the etdeny are welcomed by SHL 
members. 

Ora the~ 9f.tl'\e SHL have been 
elected. you should continue tc give yotS --­

SUPPOrt to them. One of the first jobs fer SHL 
legislators JS to draft bits to be acted upon by 
the SH. Cl'ld referred to members of the 
General Court. YOU' help is needed n 
detemitig issueS and drafting bills. When , 
_ bils n adopted as priori1y l,gislation for the --
SHL. . ,..,.,.;,.. .., ti!l W'lfVV't is needed if -':lfll-·--~ _,..to""'. 
1hey h to be enacted into law. 

'raE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSE'l'TS 
SILVER HAIRED LEGISLA'l'URE 

· 5th Ploor, McCormack Building 
One Ashburton Place 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108-1696 

Telephone: 617-222-7408 
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"TO PROVllJE A~ EDUCA TlON 
ADVOCACY PROGRAM FOR SENIORS 

TO BECOME MORE AWARE OF THE 
LEGJSLA T1VI:E PROCESS. TO ADVOCATE 

COMMUNlTY ORGAN!ZA TIONS, ,ty'VD iO 
ENCOURAGE ACOffiONAL 

PAR77ClPA TION FOR S£1VIOR L£4DERS." 

From guidelines ac.tooted 
by tt'lr~ Depar1rneot· of 

i=!riP.f .:\ f.1li~ - Mardi 1981 

...... 
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Vil-lA T IS THE SILVER 
I-LURED LEGISLATIJRE? 
· The Silver Haired Legislature (SHL) is 
composed of 40 Senators and 160 
Representatives. All are over age 60 and 
are elected from the same districts as 
member:. ol u·,e General Court. The SHL 
meets annually tor a State House 
Conference - · iri November to 
develop legislation thaf responds to the 
needs and ccncems of the elder residents 
of Massachusetts. In addition, SHL 
members work throughout the year with 
members of the General Court to advocate . 
for bills submitted by SHL members and 
adopted as priority legislation at the State 
House Conference. .. 

-·.- -·· .. .,~~ ... , .. -.. ---·-----.- ·--

"WHA.T IS THE PtTRPOSE 
OFTHESHL? 

To provide the opportJJnity. fer~ .citizens 
of Massad1lsetts, through the electiDn of 
Silver Haired Legislatcrs, to identify priority 
concerns and to develop legislalive proposals·· 
that wi irlSlle ~ dignity and ildependence 
of an etdeny persOi'1s ·in the canmonwealth. 

'WHO MA. Y BECOrv.IE A 
SILVER HAIRED 
LEGISATOR? 

My person over the age of 60 who is a 
registered voter and a resident of the district 
he/she wiD represent is eligible to be a 
candidate for the SI-lL Gandidates may 
run tor the Senate or the House of 
Representatives. The term of offiCe is twa 
years. Members may run for re-election to 
suc::~-ed th~mseives. 

' 
f.",' 

HOvV ARE SILVER \'\'HEN·A..ND 'WHERE ARE 
HAIRED LEGISLA.TORS SHL SESSIONS HEI.D? 
ELECfED? The annual State House Conierence ~t the 

SHL elections are COnducted by local Area SH1.. is held in Boston. The final session of the 
Agencies on Aging in conjunction with the Conierence is helo m the Chamber of the 
Councis on Aging. Only citizens over age 60 ; Massachusetts General Court Other 
wn~ are reg~tered voters of the distrid in ) meetllgs during tt:e year ar~ scheduled by 
which they live are etigible to vote. ··· - ·-- ·· ··· · ---- ·the R Leadership Committee. ··. ·· - --

WHA.T ARE TIIE 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF A. 
SILVER HAIRED 
LEGISLATOR? 

WHAT IS THE SHL 
LEADERSHIP - _-- :_·,~·--~'- ... ~-· -·· 
CQ~E;? ___ . : ... -Primary responsibilities of a. Silver Haired . 

Legislator are to:. -- - - · .,.- · - - . . . _ _ __ . . _ .... OffiCers and Commznee Chairpersons alltf ~: : 
. -~ 

• Advocate fer legislation, partia.ilarty on 
issues and concerns affe.-'iing. eiderty 
·citizens. 

• Testify at hearings on SHL legislation. J.. 

• Meet with and listen to seniors in their 
districts to develop and draft biUs for 
consideration at the SHL: State House 
Conference. 

• Report·to senior groups in his/her district on 
legislation affecting the eiderty. 

• Attend and participate in the three-day State 
House Conference. 

• Attend scheduled SHL meetings. 

• Activate letter and telephone campaigns to 
support pending legislation. 

Va Chasrpersons comprise the Leadership - · 
·Committee. OffiCerS are 1he President of the 
Senate and President pro tern elected by SHL 
Senators and the Speaker of the House and 

. . Speaker pro tern elected by the SHL Repre-
sentatives. A Senata and Representative 
Chairman and VICe-Chairman are elected by 
the members of six committees: Commerce 
and Labor. Education and Halsing, General 

, ·Legislation, Heaith, Human SeNices and 
Elderiy Affairs, and Ways and Means. ihe 
Leadership Committee meets nmthly when 
the General Court is in sessial. 

ARE SHL MEMBERS 
REIMBURSED FOR 
TIIEIR EXPENSES? 

AD expenses incurred in the 
discharge of SHL duties are the responsibility 
vf individual members. 


